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SUBJECT: FEBRUARY UNEMPLOYMENT STATISTICS - NO JOY IN MUDVILLE 
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1. SUMMARY: WHILE DUAL UNEMPLOYMENT STATISTICS RELEASED 
MARCH 17 CREATED SOME CONEUSION, THEIR BASIC MESSAGE IS THAT 
RATHER THAN SHOWING SIGNS OF IMPROVEMENT AS PREVIOUSLY 
PREDICTED BY FRASER GOVERNMENT, UNEMPLOYMENT SITUATION HAS 
CONTINUED TO DETERIORATE. NEW ABS SERIES SHOWS 7.3 PERCENT 

OF FULL-TIME LABOR FORCE UNEMPLOYED, WHILE OLD CES SERIES 
SHOWS SLIGHT DROP IN UNEMPLOYED EROM 7.2 PERCENT IN JANUARY 
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TO 6.9 PERCENT IN FEBRUARY. END SUMMARY. 

2. ISSUANCE OE USUAL COMMONWEALTH EMPLOYMENT SERCIE (CES) 
STATISTICS DELAYED A WEEK IN ORDER TO COINCIDE WITH NEW 
AUSTRALIAN BUREAU OE STATISTICS (ABS) MONTHLY SERIES (ABS 
SERIES HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN AVAILABLE ON QUARTERLY BASIS 
ONLY). CES SERIES BASED ON THOSE REGISTERED AS UNEMPLOYED 
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WITH CES ON LAST DAY OF MONTH AND INCLUDES THOSE WHO HAVE 
FOUND JOBS, BUT WHO HAVE NOT BOTHERED INFORM CES. IT DOES 
NOT RPT NOT OF COURSE INCLUDE THOSE WHO ARE OUT OF WORK, 

BUT WHO HAVE NOT BOTHERED TO REGISTER WITH CES. ABS SERIES 
BASED ON SURVEY TAKEN DURING FIRST TWO WEEKS IN FEBRUARY 
(STANDARD ERROR OF ESTIMATE FOR TOTAL UNEMPLOYED LOOKING FOR 
FULL-TIME JOB IS O.I). 

3. ALTHOUGH CES FRIES WILL CONTINUE TO BE ISSUED, IT 
GENRERALLY REGARDED THAT ABS ERIES IS MORE RELIABLE, MORE 
CLOSELY CONFORMS TO INTERNATIONAL MEASUREMENT STANDARDS AND 
THAT IT WILL HENCEFORTH BE TREATED AS "OFFICIAL" UNEMPLOYMENT 
STATISTICS. TO AVOID CONFUSION, IN FUTURE EMBASSY 

WILL BASE ITS REPORTS ON ABS SERIES. 

4. ACCORDING TO CES FIGURES, UNEMPLOYMENT FELL BY 14,044 
FROM 445,300 TO 431,256 IN FEBRUARY, REPRESENTING 6.95 
PERCENT OF WORK FORCE OF 6.2 MILLION, COMPARED TO 7.2 
PERCENT IN JANUARY. CES FIGURES SHOW THAT UNFILLED VACANCIES 
FELL FROM 24,868 IN JANUARY TO 22,257 IN FEBRUARY AND THAT 

AS RESULT 19.4 PEOPLE WERE LOOKING FOR EVERY JOB, COMPARED 
WITH 17.9 IN JANUARY. 

5. ABS FIGURES MAKE AVAILABLE FOR FIRST TIME A BREAKDOWN OF 
UNEMPLOYED BY AGE GROUP AND SEX AND BY THOSE LOOKING FOR 
FULL OR PART-TIME WORK AS FOLLOWS ( FIGURES FOR NOVEMBER 77 
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QUARTERLY SURVEY IN PARENTHESES): PERSONS LOOKING FOR FULL- 
TIME WORK AGED 15-19 YEARS, 21.6 PERCENT (17.4 PERCENT); AGED 
20 YEARS AND OVER, 5.2 PERCENT (3.8 PERCENT); TOTAL, 7.3 
PERCENT (5.2 PERCENT). PERSONS LOOKING FOR PART-TIME WORK, 

8.5 PERCENT (6.5 PERCENT); OVERALL TOTAL, 7.4 PERCENT (5.5 
PERCENT). MALES LOOKING FOR FULL-TIME WORK; AGED 15-19 
YEARS, 20.0 PERCENT (15.7 PERCENT); AGED 20 YEARS AND OVER, 

4.6 PERCENT (3.3 PERCENT); TOTAL, 6.0 PERCENT (4.3 PERCENT). 

MALES LOOKING FOR PART-TIME WORK, 9.4 PERCENT (7.4 PERCENT); 
OVERALL TOTAL 6.2 PERCENT (4.5 PERCENT). FEMALES LOOKING 
FOR FULL-TIME WORK; AGED 15-19 YYEARS, 23.6 PERCENT (19.2 
PERCENT); AGED 20 YEARS AND OVER, 7.1 PERCENT (4.9 PERCENT); 

TOTAL, 10.4 PERCENT (7.5 PERCENT) FEMALES LOOKING FOR 
PART-TIME WORK 8.2 PERCENT (6.5 PERCENT); OVERALL TOTAL, 

9.7 PERCENT (7.1 PERCENT). IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT FEBRUARY 
TRADITIONALLY A MONTH IN WHICH NEW EMPLOYMENT OCCURS ON 
ACCELERATING BASIS THROUGHOUT MONTH AND FACT THAT SURVEY 
TAKEN DURING FIRST TWO WEEKS MAY OVERSTATE MONTHLY TOTALS. 

IT SHOULD ALSO BE POINTED OUT THAT NOVEMBER SURVEY TAKEN 
THROUGHOUT MONTH AND THAT IT TAKEN BEFORE TRADITIONAL 
DECEMBER INFLUX OF SCHOOL-LEAVERS. 
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6. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH ACTING MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT AND 
INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS, VINER, TRIED TO MAKE BRAVE FRONT TO 
FEBRUARY UNEMPLOYMENT SITUATION BY POINTING TO IMPROVEMENT 
IN CES EIGURES, HE ADMITTED THAT THE DROP NOT AS GOOD AS 
GOVERNMENT WOULD HAVE LIKED. GOVERNMENT CLEARLY EMBARRASSED 
BY RELEASE OE HIGH ABS UNEMPLOYMENT SERIES, AS FOR SOME TIME 
IT HAD BEEN GRUPETING THE ADVENT OE NEW SERIS AND STATING 
THAT IT MORE ACCURATE IN THAT CES SERIES TENDED TO OVERSTATE 
THE NUMBER OE UNEMPLOYED EACT THAT ABS EIGURE SIGNIFICANTLY 
HIGHER THAN CES FIGURE WAS CLEARLY AN EMBARRASSMENT. 
NEVERTHELESS, VINER ADMITTED THAT ABS SERIES BASED STANDARDS 
SET DOWN INTERNATIONALLY AND ARE BEST BASIS EOR ASSESSING 
UNEMPLOYMENT LEVELS IN AUSTRALIA. OPPOSITION REACTION WAS 
AS COULD HAVE BEEN EXPECTED WITH SPOKESMAN ON ECONOMIC 
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AEFAIRS, RALPH WILLIS, CALLING ABS SERIES A "SHATTERING EXPOSE OE 
THIS GOVERNMENT'S CLAIM TO COMPETENT ECONOMIC MANAGEMENT." 
ALSTON 
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